
 

 

July 17, 2020 

 
Henry County Schools Community Members, 
 
After extensive community engagement through town halls, focus groups, and a 
dedicated email channel, along with regular guidance from public health and 
government officials, the Henry County Board of Education has made the formal 
decision to delay the start to our school year until Monday, August 17, while starting 
all learners remotely on that date.  As shared through the board’s Core Belief and 
Commitment number two, the success of our school district is attributable in large 
part to the participation and involvement of our school community.  This delay will 
allow for further development of our remote learning plans, computing device 
deployment, teacher preparation, expanded discussions with government and health 
officials, and to ensure that our families and employees are fully prepared to start the 
school in a successful manner. 
 
With information on two scenarios released back in June, we have been planning for 
this possible scenario (Scenario 2 – Remote Only) while simultaneously preparing for 
our first scenario of giving an option to families between on-campus or remote 
learning.  We can’t thank families enough for completing the selection process, as it 
was our sincere hope to be able to provide an option under our Scenario 1 that would 
allow families the choice with which they felt most comfortable.  We will continue 
under Scenario 2 while monitoring conditions alongside our trusted partners, and our 
extensive planning for different learning options will be put to use when the time is 
right to provide the on-campus learning option once again. 
 
In starting back on August 17, there will be guidance given ahead of time for the 
rollout procedures for those families of new students or Pre-K through 3rd-grade 
students needing electronic devices.  We will also be sharing information on things 
like virtual open houses, new school acclimation, and more. 
 
If in the meantime you continue to have questions about how we are adapting our 
remote learning option to start this year, you can find answers in our Return to 
School Playbook or our Frequently Asked Questions page on our Back-to-School 
webpage. 
 
It is our hope to be able to return to face-to-face learning as soon as possible, but we 
want to ensure that our school environments can safely accommodate that scenario 
for our families and employees.  Thank you for your concern as we work to provide 
the safest of learning environments.  You should have confidence that our district’s 
preparation and response to the varying needs and current situations are being 
comprehensively addressed with the greatest of care and compassion.  
 
Sincerely, 

 

Mary Elizabeth Davis  

 


